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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to the Election received on 
February 20, 2007. Claims 1-9 have been elected without traverse. Claims 10-15 have 
been cancelled and claims 16-20 have been withdrawn from further consideration. 

Accordingly, claims 1-9 are rejected below. 

Response to Election/Restriction 

2. Claims 1 6-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on February 20, 
2007. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 and 4 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1, line 16 recites, "sending said inquiry into said wireless network to said 
group of." It appears that the word, users, is missing after the phrase, group of, at the 
end of the limitation. 

Claim 4, line 2 recites, "attribute includes a specific." It appears that a word is 
missing after the word, specific. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
De Vries (U.S. 6,968,179). 

As per claim 1, De Vries discloses a method comprising: 

sending a request for a return signal into a wireless network to a plurality 
of users of said wireless network having data processing devices (col. 5, line 67-col. 6, 
line 3; A user may submit a request to receive information or notifications regarding 
what users on their buddy list are nearby); 

receiving from said wireless network respective return signals from each of said 
plurality of users, each of said return signals containing information describing its 
respective user (col. 5, lines 43-55; Figure 1; Personal mobile devices provide location 
information to the information service.); 

receiving from said wireless network an inquiry generated by a first user of said 
wireless network, said inquiry having predetermined responses associated therewith, 
and receiving from said wireless network an attribute provided by said first user as a 
criteria for identifying recipients of said inquiry (col. 5, line 67-col. 6, line 3; A user may 
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submit a request to receive information or notifications regarding what users on their 
buddy list are nearby.); 

automatically selecting a group of users from said plurality of users, each user of 
said group of users having said attribute, said selecting including analyzing said 
respective information of each of said plurality of users, said attribute being identifiable 
from said respective information of each of said selected group of users and sending 
said inquiry into said wireless network to said group of (col. 5, line 67-col. 6, line 3; col. 
6, lines 8-23; A user may submit a request to receive information regarding what users 
on their buddy list are nearby. People on the user's buddy list who have the location 
information are identified and the information is sent to the user.); 

receiving from said wireless network responses from one or more users in said 
group of users (col. 5, lines 38-42 and 56-67; Users may directly input responses to the 
inquiry.); and . 

sending said responses into said network to said first user (col. 6, lines 20-23). 

As per claim 2, De Vries discloses the method as in claim 1 wherein said 
attribute is a specific geographical location (col. 6, lines 28-29; The system may track a 
user's specific geographical location as an attribute of the user.). 

As per claim 3, De Vries discloses the method as in claim 1 wherein said 
attribute is a specific distance from said first user (col. 5, lines 47-50; The system may 
track a user's specific change of location by a threshold, or distance, as an attribute of 
the user.). 
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As per claim 4, De Vries discloses the method as in claim 1 wherein said 
attribute includes a specific (col. 6, lines 28-29; The system may track a user's specific 
geographical location as an attribute of the user.). 

As per claim 5, De Vries discloses the method as in claim 1 wherein said 
attribute is a specific occupation (col. 6, lines 57-64; The system tracks a user's role at a 
specific location/event, including role at a workplace.). 

As per claim 7, De Vries discloses the method as in claim 1 wherein one of said 
information includes a home address of its respective user (col. 6, lines 15 and 38-40). 

As per claim 8, De Vries discloses the method as in claim 1 wherein said 
attribute is being listed in said first user's buddy list and wherein said method further 
comprises: 

receiving from said wireless network a signal from said first user, said signal 
identifying users of said wireless network who are on said first user's buddy list (col. 5, 
line 67-col. 6, line 3); 

adding to said respective information of each of those of said plurality of users 
who are on said first user's buddy list that he/she has been included in said first user's 
buddy list (col. 7, lines 33-43; Users may be grouped/added into different buddy lists 
based on different attributes.). 

As per claim 9, De Vries discloses the method as in claim 1 wherein said 
attribute is being listed in said first users address book and wherein said method further 
comprises: 
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receiving from said wireless network a signal from said first user, said signal 
identifying users of said wireless network who are listed in said first user's address book 
(col. 5, line 67-col. 6, line 3); 

adding to said respective information of each of those of said plurality of users 
who are listed in said first user's address book that he/she has been included in said 
first user's address book (col. 7, lines 33-43; Users may be grouped/added into different 
buddy lists based on different attributes.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over De Vries 
(U.S. 6,968,179). 

As per claim 6, De Vries does not expressly disclose the method as in claim 1 
wherein said attribute is a specific sex. However, De Vries does disclose using attribute 
information to help in identifying a person (col. 6, lines 29-31 and 55-67). Examiner 
takes Official Notice that sex is an attribute with which to describe a person. At the time 
of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use 
a specific sex as an attribute of a person because sex is another attribute with which to 
define a person, thereby enhancing De Vries' system of identifying and possibly 
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grouping users based on their attributes. For example, knowing users' sex enables the 
system to form buddy lists according to users' sex. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Hanson et al. (U.S. 6,457,045) discusses collecting responses from a group via a 
wireless network; 

• Lytle et al. (U.S. 6,549,950) discusses tallying voting data via emails. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Michelle Tarae whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6727. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8:30am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz, can be reached at 571-272-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

C. MICHELLE TARAE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

May 3, 2007 



